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Friday 6th November – Term Four, Newsletter 14, 2020
NEWSLETTERS ARE DISTRUBITED FORTNIGHTLY ON EVEN WEEKS.

Tena ra koutou ki nga hau e wha – Greetings to everybody.
My thanks and appreciation go out to the Hurupaki Parent Support Group for their
outstanding organisation of the Giant Book and Puzzle (and bake) Sale held in the
school hall last weekend. Huge thanks to everyone who helped out, and to those who
came along and supported the event! The time and effort given to support our school,
were much appreciated! I’m sure our Parent Support Group will be very happy to have
their garage space and spare rooms back again. Congratulations on a very successful
fundraising event!
Huge thanks to Mark Buckland for his superb organisation of our school Athletics
events! Congratulations to all of the students who participated, you are all stars! It was
wonderful to see so many parents, happy faces, and children giving their personal best.
Thanks also to our fabulous support staff, Katie, Vanessa, James and Jaydene, for
doing such a great job of organising and managing our school sausage sizzle on
Wednesday.
Huge thanks to Shelley Muston for organising our participation in the Speech NZ
competition and for skilfully coaching the students through the competition
requirements. Congratulations to all of the students who participated, I know it is a lot
of work and you rose to the challenge!
We had a wonderfully informative Teacher Only Day last Thursday. Huge thanks to our
parent community for graciously making other arrangements for their children on that
day, so that all of our teachers could attend a professional learning event together.
Exciting news! As of Friday, next week, the children’s record of learning will be
available online for parents through the Linc-Ed Hero log-in. Parents who attended the
student-led conferences earlier in the year were introduced to this new style of ‘real
time reporting’. We are very excited to be at this stage of making the children’s
learning more visible for parents. Unfortunately, there was a recent glitch with the
Linc-Ed Hero server, and many of the lovely photos that teachers had attached to
learning stories have disappeared, so it may not look as visually attractive as it did. We
were all very disappointed about this, but have been assured it will not happen again.
Recent assessment data indicates that over 90% of our Hurupaki School children are

continuing to achieve ‘at or above’ the expected curriculum level in reading, writing and
maths, despite the challenges we have experienced this year. These are outstanding
results! I feel very privileged to be working with such an amazingly talented teaching
team and fabulous group of students.
We hold the belief that when you empower students and offer choice in their learning
they are more motivated to learn and will often far exceed our expectations. Our
teachers are very skilful about knowing what children need to learn. The foundation
skills are embedded in our learning progressions, which over time build into a
comprehensive learning map. Even though we use a child-centred learning approach
where students are often given choices about what they learn, the foundation skills,
knowledge, and key competencies are always integrated into the task. It is important to
us that opportunities for the interests, strengths, aspirations and preferences of our
students be provided for in our curriculum, to support the development of positive
learner identity. We have an improvement focus and are always looking at new research
to grow the effectiveness of our practice.
You may be aware of a recent much publicised report criticising our NZ education
system. This report was put together by a right-wing think tank and is riddled with
biased assumptions related to OECD PISA testing. The PISA assessments are based on
prescribed curriculum programmes that may or may not be relevant to the needs of our
young people. The author, Briar Lipson, is a former maths teacher from Britain, who
believes we need a curriculum focused on disciplinary knowledge. The fact that much
of this disciplinary knowledge is not relevant to half of the population has been ignored.
Does every child need to learn how to dissect a frog or learn trigonometry? Lipson calls
for the return of mandatory standardised national assessments. If by this she means
National Standards, we have had 10 years of that, and not only did it fail to make a
difference, it damaged children along the way. If she is referring to standardised
testing, which requires ‘teaching to the test,’ that would definitely be a backward step.
An international educational expert, Dr Yong Zhao, challenges the relevance of PISA,
as there is no evidence that PISA measures skills that are essential for life in modern
economies.
Lipson’s view of child-centred learning is very shallow, and does not take into account
the fundamental skills that underpin this type of learning. Child-centred learning does
not mean that children do what they want and ‘muck around’ all day long without
facilitation from the teacher. There is a considerable amount of research to back up

child-centred learning and I believe it is fundamental to providing a culturally
responsive learning environment.
Positive thoughts can change your life and enhance the lives of people around you.
Stay calm, be kind and take care! Ngā mihi nui

Ngā mihi nui
Rob Posthumus

HAPPY HURUPAKI BIRTHDAY TO:
Kardae Kingi, Wai Manu Hetaraka, Deacon Bamber, Jacob Mabbitt, Mackenzie Mete,
Arthur Stoddart, Mason Rawhiti, Grayson Turley, Charli Flower, Blake Flower!!

SUPPORT GROUP UPDATES!
Giant Book and Puzzle Sale!
Wow! What an amazing event! We had many people waiting outside before 9am to grab
themselves a bargain, and we had a wonderful selection of good quality books and
puzzles from all genres. There were a lot of happy customers, and many people
commented on how well organised the books, and the event itself, were. The pictures
below help to capture how busy we were near the start - these were taken after the
initial rush! With the help of the bake sale and sausage sizzle, we have made between
$8500-9000 profit for our school! The bake sale in particular was extremely popular,
and we sold out of baking within the first hour, despite having a large amount of it! We
would like to extend our thanks to all those who baked, and dropped it off to our event
on the Saturday - it is very much appreciated. If you have an unused baking box at
home, these can be dropped back to the office anytime. We would also like to thank all
the volunteers that helped us sort books on the Saturday, as well as those who helped
at the event on Sunday. It was a big job, but we had a great team of
volunteers! Thanks Hurupaki whanau for helping to make this event such a success!

Disco!
We are excited to let you know that we have rescheduled the school disco that was
postponed in May! It will now be held on Thursday 19th November, and the new theme
is “Summer Vibes”!
Years 1-3: 5.30-6.30pm
Years 4-6: 6.45-8pm
FREE entry. Children will go home from school on Thursday fitted with wristbands.
This is to ensure that no pre-schoolers or children from other schools can enter.
Chips and juice will be available to purchase for $1. Free apples and water available.
Years 1-3: Children to be dropped to the hall at 5:30pm. Teachers will usher your
children from the hall to the courtyard outside Pods 1, 2 and 3 at 6.30pm, and all
children must be picked up from there. Please wait in this area for your children. No
Year 1-3 children are to be taken directly from the hall as we must ensure they are all
picked up safely.
Years 4-6: If any year 4-6 children are there before 6.45, please have them wait in
the playground area outside Pod 6. No older children are to enter the hall until the
younger children have been moved out. All years 4-6 are to be picked up from the hall
IMPORTANT NOTE FROM THE OFFICE:
We have had a few concerned members of the public approach us and report unsafe
practices regarding parents parking across driveways, parking on yellow lines and
letting children in and out of cars on the roadside of the car. We have also had
children crossing both Three Mile Bush and Dip Roads at corners and other spots other
than the crossings. Please be mindful of this as parents and speak to your children if
they walk to school about how they get there and being safe around traffic.
Thanks from Vanessa and Katie

Speech NZ results
Congratulations to all the Speech NZ participants this year! Thirteen of our year 5 & 6
students worked hard over Term 3 towards sitting their Speech NZ exams last Friday.
They all did very well, with one student achieving commended and seven achieving highly
commended. Special mention must be made of Kari Solomon, Jaimy Fitchett, Lucy
Webb, Juliette Swain and Olivia Pascoe, who all achieved distinction. Great job,
everyone!
at 8pm.

Salvation Army Christmas Boxes
I have been in contact with the Salvation Army to see how our Hurupaki School
Community can help with their food boxes for the holiday session. They have asked if
we can supply 300 cans of green beans or peas. Please bring these into the office by
20th November. This is a great opportunity for the students to show Hurupaki Care
and help the community. The Salvation Army have had an increased demand put on them
since COVID 19 so it is awesome to be able to support others in need.
Ngā mihi nui
Karen Johnsen

Please register for our new payment system Kindo either through our website or
by clicking this link https://www.hurupaki.school.nz/payments/
• Download Hero app. Click https://hero.linc-ed.com/parents/ Please let school
office know if you have any questions.
•

Friday 13th November
Thursday 19th November
Thursday 19th November
Friday 20th November
Tuesday 24th November
Thursday 26th November
Monday 30th November
Thursday 3rd December
Friday 11th December
Wednesday 3rd February

•
•

Pod 7 Waitangi trip
Netball celebration lunch
School Disco
Pod 1 & 4 trip to Waipu Cove
Pod 3 Waitangi trip
Pod 5 Waitangi trip
Parents thank you morning tea!
Pod 2 Beach trip
Last day of Term 4 and final assembly
First day of Term 1 2021 (updated)

Guitar Lessons available at school – Contact Dave Meredith 027 383 2633
Community Family Fun Day – Kensington Park 8th November 10am – 2pm
www.facebook.com/careingfornorthland

NO vehicles are to enter into school grounds to drop off or pick up children
between 8.10am – 8.45am and 2.15pm – 3pm;
The speed limit within school grounds is 5kms
PLEASE INFORM YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS WHO DROP OFF OR PICK UP

Christmas is just
around the corner
We have the perfect gifts
for all your relatives, and all hand made by
the children at Hurupaki School. These are
all available on the Kindo payment app and
delivered to your childs class or held in the
office for pickup.

Kawakawa Balm
A perfect gift for just about anyone and a must
for all households. It can be used for eczema,
burns, blisters, bee-stings, insect bites, cuts,
sores, dry lips, nappy rash or dry, itchy and
cracked skin. $8.00 for 30gms, $15.00 for
30gms.

Beeswax Wraps
All households should have these . They are perfect
for wrapping sandwiches in, the sandwiches stay
moist and delicious. Glad wrap will take up to 1000
years to decompose so these are far more
environmentally friendly. They are also much
cheaper. $6.00 each.

Lip Balm
Everyone needs a good lip balm to keep their
lips soft and stop them chapping through
both the winter and summer. These lip-balms
are full of moisturising ingredients and are
in a cute tin that will fit perfectly in a pocket
or bag. $5.00 10ml tin

Moisturising hand cream
A gift for old and young alike, anyone whose
hands might get dry or cracked. It could be from
gardening, washing up, clothes washing, or
swimming at the beach. This product has Rose
Geranium essential oil included which is well
known for its range of health benefits.
$6.00 30ml tin.

Kamo Scout Group is recruiting!!
Boys & girls ages 8-18
Scouts is about having fun while gaining valuable leadership skills and self-confidence by
doing outdoor adventures and opening up many opportunities. If this sounds like something
you are interested in then join today and get your FIRST MONTH FREE.
Location: Kamo Scout Hall
Ph:0220405064
Email: corney.brian@gmail.com
15C Three Mile Bush Rd

Fr ee Kid s Only

Holiday Surf Programme
We are running our popular holiday surf programme over the Summer School
Holidays on Tutukaka Coast & Taupo Bay. This is free for 11-18 year olds

Fun, Active & Healthy
11-18yr olds | Monday-Friday | Morning or Afternoon Sessions
Tutukaka & Taupo Bay | December 2020 & January 2021 dates
Suitable for beginner and intermediate surfers – developing surf skills and
water confidence in a fun and safe environment.

Limited spaces | Please email to book

surf@nzsurfacademy.co.nz
www.nzsurfacademy.co.nz

Te Manawa Tahi Timetable
Date

Hub Location – Option 1

Hub Location – Option 2

Hub location – Option 3

Time

14/10/20

Otamatea High School, 120
Bickerstaffe Road, Maungaturoto

Barnardos, 2 Armstrong
Avenue, Maunu, Whangarei

Whananaki School Library,
Whananaki North Road

9:00am –
12:00pm

21/10/20

Bream Bay Community Trust, 9
Takutai Place, Ruakaka

Clark Road Chapel, 4-6 Clark Rd,
Kamo, Whangarei

Back 2 Basics,
Maungatapere

9:00am –
12:00pm

22/10/20

Parua Bay Community Centre, 1475
Whangarei Heads Road, Parua Bay

Ruawai Primary School, 4376
State Highway 12, Ruawai

Te Rito, William Jones Drive
and Rata Place, Otangarei

9:00am –
12:00pm

28/10/20

Mangawhai Beach School, 34 Insley
Street, Mangawhai

Whangaruru School, 2916
Russell Road, Punaruku 0184

Te Horo School, 3239
Pipiwai Road, Whangarei

9:00am –
12:00pm

29/10/20

Onerahi Community Hall, Onerahi,
Whangarei

Matakohe Primary School,
Matakohe

29/10/20

Tinopai School, 1913 Tinopai Road,
Tinopai

4/11/20

Waipu Primary School, 6 Argyle
Street, Waipu

Clark Road Chapel, 4-6 Clark Rd,
Kamo, Whangarei

5/11/20

Barnardos, 2 Armstrong Avenue,
Maunu, Whangarei

Dargaville Primary School,
State Highway 12, Dargaville

11/11/20

Archie Bull Hall Kaiwaka, 11 Kaiwaka
– Mangawhai Rd

Hukerenui School, 9 Crows Nest
Road, Hukerenui

12/11/20

Barnardos, 2 Armstrong Avenue,
Maunu, Whangarei

Aranga School, Aranga,
Dargaville

12/11/20

Kaihu Valley School, 66 Maropiu
Road, Mamaranui

18/11/20

One Tree Point School, 97 One Tree
Point Road, One Tree Point

Clark Road Chapel, 4-6 Clark Rd,
Kamo, Whangarei

9:00am –
12:00pm

19/11/20

Te Rito, William Jones Drive and Rata
Place, Otangarei

Pouto Primary School, 11
Opuna Rd, Te Kopuru

9:00am –
12:00pm

19/11/20

Te Kopuru School, 9 Norton Street,
Te Kopuru

25/11/20

Paparoa Primary School, 14 Franklin
Rd, Paparoa

Barnardos, 2 Armstrong
Avenue, Maunu, Whangarei

26/11/20

Te Rito, William Jones Drive and Rata
Place, Otangarei

Arapohue School, Arapohue

26/11/20

Tangowahine School, Tangowahine

2/12/20

Ruakaka School, 12 Sandford Rd,
Ruakaka

Clark Road Chapel, 4-6 Clark Rd,
Kamo, Whangarei

Back 2 Basics,
Maungatapere

9:00am –
12:00pm

3/12/20

Ngunguru Sports Cub, Kopipi
Crescent, Ngunguru

Dargaville Intermediate School,
38 Charlotte St, Dargaville

Onerahi Community Hall,
Onerahi, Whangarei

9:00am –
12:00pm

9/12/20

Maungaturoto Primary School, 8
Gorge Rd, Maungaturoto

Tikipunga Baptist Church,
Kiripaka Rd & Heretaunga St,
Tikipunga

10/12/20

Barnardos, 2 Armstrong Avenue,
Maunu, Whangarei

9:00am –
12:00pm

17/12/20

Barnardos, 2 Armstrong Avenue,
Maunu, Whangarei

9:00am –
12:00pm

9:00am –
12:00pm
12:30pm
- 2:00pm
Tauraroa Area School,
Omana Road,
Maungakaramea

9:00am –
12:00pm
9:00am –
12:00pm

Back 2 Basics,
Maungatapere

9:00am –
12:00pm
9:00am –
12:00pm
12:30pm
- 2:00pm

12:30pm
- 2:00pm
Mangakahia Community
Room, Mangakahia Road

9:00am –
12:00pm
9:00am –
12:00pm

Drop into the hub or contact us on 0800 5248 4256 or email TT.Support@education.govt.nz

9:00am –
12:00pm

