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Friday 6 December – Term Four, Newsletter 19 2019 
  

NEWSLETTERS ARE DISTRUBITED FORTNIGHTLY ON EVEN WEEKS. 
 

 

Tena ra koutou ki nga hau e wha – Greetings to everybody. 

 

This is the final school newsletter for 2019. 

 

We have had an amazing, action-packed year! The 2019 Yearbook has sold out.  It is 

stunning, all credit to Jaimee Hamlin and the student media team. It is a fabulous 

record of our school events. 

 

I would like to congratulate and thank the Hurupaki School staff, children, parents, 

whanau, parent support group, board of trustees, and community for an absolutely 

fantastic year! A highlight for the parent support group was the Colour Run event, 

which was also a real highlight for the students.  

 

Our school achievement data is continuing to show outstanding results, as outlined 

below. We congratulate our teachers and students for an amazing year of teaching 

and learning. 

 

Curriculum Area 2018    Curriculum level  

% AT and ABOVE 

2019      Curriculum 

level  

% AT and ABOVE 

Maths – Whole school 90.4% 91.52% 

Maths – Maori students 89.5% 88.22% 

Reading – Whole school 92.7% 92.64% 

Reading – Maori students 94.3% 92.23% 

Writing – Whole school 90.7% 91.42% 

Writing – Maori students 92.4% 91.25% 

 

Our modern learning environments (MLEs) continue to be very effective; allowing us 

to organize learning in different ways that meet the needs of every student, allowing 

for teachers to team teach, collaborate, and improve the effectiveness of their 

teaching.  

 

Highlights for our students this year included: DIP time (Diving into Passions), which 

taps into learners’ interests, and te reo Maori learning and kapa haka with Matua 

Shane and Whaea Yvonne. We intend to provide both of these learning opportunities 
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again next year. A new initiative for us next year, will be the establishment of a Year 

4-6 bilingual class. Other extra-curricular highlights have included participation in 

Speech NZ and the Jump Jam competition, which was a very successful first-time 

event for our students.  

 

The teaching teams for 2020 are: 

 

Pod 6 – (NE – Y1) Monique Cross  

Pod 2 – (NE – Y1) Margaret Barber and Katherine Mabbitt 

Pod 1 – (Y2 – Y3) Karen Johnsen, Claudia Reed and Jaimee Hamlin  

Pod 4 – (Y2 – Y3) Kath Edwards and Katy Howett 

Pod 7 – (Y4 – Y5) Mark Buckland and Mary Leydon 

Pod 5 – (Y5 – Y6) David Parkes and Kelly-Anne Ujdur 

Pod 3 – (Y4 – Y6) Bev Boswell-Smith and Awhi Ripikoi 

 

Tony Taylor will continue in a part time capacity with Reading Recovery and teacher 

release. Shelley Muston remains as Associate Principal and SENCO. Sharyn Moore will 

continue to do most of our teacher release time. Karen Johnsen will continue with her 

role as an across-school leader for our Kahui Ako. Caryn Magrath will be starting a 

new permanent position as a Learning Support Coordinator employed by our school for 

our Kahui Ako. I have resigned from my position as leader of the Kahui Ako, and 

Braden Eades will take over as leader from 2020.   

 

I wish our Year 6 students all the best in their new schools next year. They have been 

a fabulous group of students and we look forward to hearing of their future 

successes. They will receive their official farewell next Friday. 

 

I would like to say a big thank you and farewell to Jan Olney. She has had a big role 

in the school with sport and PE organisation and has always done a wonderful job of 

this. We wish her all the best for the future! 

 

Next Thursday, your children will be bringing home their end-of-year reports for 

2019. Alongside these reports will be the placement letters for 2020. Some children 

find it hard to cope with change, so if your child is unsure or concerned about his/her 

designated teacher or teachers, a positive encouraging approach is best. Children 

generally settle into their new classes and make new friends really well once the year 

is under way. A lot of time and thought has gone into the placements. This is mostly 

based on the ages of children and is also sometimes related to those we think would 

learn better if separated, although this is not always possible. 

 

Teachers will meet together and share information about learners coming into their 



 
 

rooms next year. There is also an opportunity early next year, 19th – 20th February, 

for parents to meet with teachers to share aspirations and knowledge about their 

children. This communication contributes to setting our learners up for success.     

 

The last day of school for Pods 2, 6 and 3 is next Thursday, 12th December. On this 

day, it will be MUFTI, and all of the children will have an opportunity to visit the 

learning spaces they will be in next year, for a short orientation session.  

Pods 1, 4, 5 and 7 (and the senior Kapa Haka performance group) will attend school in 

full uniform on Friday morning 13th December. The Year 6 leavers assembly will start 

at 9:30am and then school will finish at 12:00pm (with the bus running at this time 

also). 

 

On the first day back at school, 30th January 2020, all children will meet in the hall 

when the 8:40am bell rings for a powhiri and short assembly, to welcome our new 

students and teachers, and to ensure children end up in the correct learning areas.  

 

Have a safe and enjoyable summer holiday. School will start back on Thursday 30th 

January 2020. 

 

Naku Noa  

Rob Posthumus 
 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HAPPY HURUPAKI BIRTHDAY TO: Te Aho Rodger, Ezrah 
Wakeman, Arlo White, Dallas Smith, Alfie Hullten, 
Savanna Miller, Ruby Omeli, Mason Gower, Bailie 

Mephan, Ava Groshinski, Hunter Burhenne, Hunter Smith, 
Bella O’Brien, Jasmine, Ella Ward, Christiaan Van Dijk, Juri 

Hone, Brooke Sturrock, Cameron White, Cooper Hoey, 
Connor Ludlow, Tiffany Lin, Brooklyn Brophy-Watts, Kari 
Solomon, Alexis Worthington, Hannah Howse, Vanessa 

Byers, Honey Himiona, Bridget Moggach, Kieran 
Worthington, Kalea Cherrington, Nuku Solomon, Achilles 

Hayward!!! 



 
 

What do you buy for the people who have everything? 
Grandparents, Aunties and Uncles, friends of the family? Well 
we have the answer… 
 

Kawakawa balm and Beeswax wraps! 
 

All environmentally friendly, all support our school and you won't buy  them 
cheaper anywhere else.  
 
Children from Year 4-6 have made these wraps over the year. They come in 
different sizes and will be priced between $2.00 and $6.00. You will not find 
them cheaper anywhere else.  
 
Kawakawa balm is also on sale, $8.00 for a small jar and $15.00 for a large 
jar. They will also make fantastic presents - great for eczema, burns, scrapes, dry skin, lip balm, 
nappy balm and it makes a great nighttime moisturiser.  
 

Thank you, Mrs Howett and her Enviro Green Team. 

 

 

Athletics 

 
A group of year 4, 5 and 6 children participated in the inter-

school athletics held at Kensington Park yesterday. They 

managed themselves well, getting to the events held at 

different times. The sun was shining down all day, and there 

were a lot of tired children by the end. 

 

Many thanks to  our helpers - Scotty Slykerman and Lynne 

Burch for looking after the year 4 boys and girls. You 

certainly got your steps up for the day! 

 

Official results are still to be received. 

 

Twilight Hockey – many thanks to Kylie Cooper who offered to 

managed and umpire the team, and to the other many supportive 

parents who helped out.  The children seemed to enjoy themselves. 
 

 
 



 
 

2020 Stationery Packs. 

 

2020 Stationery packs are now available to order online at: 

https://www.myschool.co.nz/hurupaki.  We have organised packs by Year levels.  

Please note that if your child 

is a New Entrant who has 

started this year, you’ll need 

to purchase the pack named 

“Year 1 started in 2019”.  If 

you are unsure what Year 

level your child will be next 

year, you can find this on 

their school reports next 

week.  Packs will be available 

from the OfficeMax store in 

January.  All children have 

been given a brochure from 

OfficeMax today. 
  

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Last day of term for Pods 2,3 and 6 is Thursday December 12th at 2.40pm.  This is due to 

the senior prizegiving on Friday December 13th. 
 

Monday 9 December  Annual Helpers Morning Tea – Hall at 10am 

Thursday 12 December  LAST DAY for Pods 2,3 and 6 – MUFTI DAY 

Friday 13 December  Final Assembly – 9.30am (Full uniform to be worn) 

Friday 13 December  End of Term Four – School finishes 12 NOON 

Tuesday 28 January  Enrolment Day for new students 

Wednesday 29 January  Teacher Only Day 

Thursday 30 January  Start of Term One 2020 

 

  

NO vehicles are to enter into school grounds to drop off or pick up children between 

8.10am – 8.45am and 2.15pm – 3pm; this includes no entry and NO PARKING in top car 

park or at driveway entrances and yellow lines. Please help us keep our kids safe. PLEASE 

INFORM YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS WHO DROP OFF OR PICK UP 
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Farewell Year 6 children, we’ll miss you! 
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