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Friday 8 February – Term One, Newsletter 1, 2019
NEWSLETTERS ARE DISTRUBITED FORTNIGHTLY ON EVEN WEEKS.
Tena ra koutou ki nga hau e wha – Greetings to everybody.

Welcome back to Hurupaki School 2019!
I’d like to extend a very warm welcome back to all of our returning families and to the new families that
have joined us this year. The children appear to have settled back into learning and school life extremely
well, and those that I have had an opportunity to talk with are all very happy and excited about the year
ahead. Our teachers have been very busy organising fabulous learning activities for this term, including
school camps, sporting events, and the Life Education caravan for junior and middle students.
I mentioned at the end of last year, our school theme this year is ‘Empower” where learners have
opportunities to pursue and be committed to their own interests, preparing themselves for a future
where “anything” can happen. We want students to own their learning. The teachers will be working on
tapping into learners’ interests, personalizing learning, inspiring possibilities, nurturing curiosity,
encouraging learners to take their own path and assess their own learning. We are encouraging learners
to become problem-solvers, develop a growth mindset, view mistakes as learning opportunities, learn
project management, and become self-directed. We want our children to become passionate life-long
learners, with well-developed decision-making skills.
Some quotes to support this theme include the whakatauki: “Ko te ahurei o te tamaiti arahia o tatou
mahi” which translates as, “Let the uniqueness of the child guide our work”. This is really important
because it reminds us that all children are different, one size does not fit all, and we know that children
are more likely to be engaged and have a passion for learning when they are investigating something
that interests them. The second quote, “You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You
can steer yourself any direction you choose” (Dr Seuss), is about being proactive and self-directed,
working to get out of the “learning pit” rather than waiting to be told when and how to do something.
Uniform update: A decision has been made about the school uniform polo shirt based on parent and
student feedback. Due to an overwhelmingly positive response, the polo shirt will be supplied in the four
colours that have been on display, and in the same durable fabric that we currently have. These will be
available later this term from our current uniform supplier, Bethells in Whangarei (both in store and
online), at the same price as the current polo shirt. A black long-sleeved thermal may be worn under the
polo shirt in winter. Please note that leggings and tights have never been an approved uniform item for
girls unless they are worn under shorts, trousers or a skirt. Uniform black short, trouser and skort option
are available in a heavy cotton drill from Bethells in Whangarei. There is a softer black polyester/rayon
fabric available from another supplier, which will be available for parents who want this. The plain black
uniform bottoms are to be in place from the start of Term three. We are still working on sourcing a
reasonably priced jacket option. The current uniform tops may continue to be worn, apart from the
hoodie, which will be phased
out by the end of this year.
Online bookings are now
available for the “meet the
teacher” meetings coming
up in Week 4, Wednesday
20th and Thursday 21st
February. These meetings
provide you with an

opportunity to meet your child’s teacher and tell them about your child, your hopes for them this year,
and also how their learning can be best supported throughout the rest of the year. Meetings will take
place between 1:20 and 7:00pm on Wednesday 20th February, and between 3:00 and 5:00pm on
Thursday 21st February. Please note that school finishes early, at 12:15pm, on the first meeting day,
Wednesday 20th February. The school bus will be running at this time and Educare will be available from
this time – bookings are essential.
Have a safe and enjoyable weekend.
Naku Noa Rob Posthumus

HAPPY HURUPAKI BIRTHDAY TO: Jackson Hauraki, Alyssa-Rose Ripia, Indi Marsland, Raj
Hande, Jason Marshall-Willis, Amara Brown, Jessica McArthur, Kayson Tito, Max
Tamahori, Jared Moggach, Zoe Hainsworth, Charlie Hopkins, Lukas Kang, Emerson
Bourke, Neave Patterson, Hugo Dignon, Isabella Tamahori, Evander Hullten, Brax
Hayward, Grace Campbell, Lleyton Small, Jayden Cummings, Evony Smith, Waaris
Mander, Caleb Solomon, Izabella Thompson, Grace Fitchett, Jamie Caldwell, and Callum
Small!!!
PARENT/TEACHER MEETINGS
Please book appointments online at www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and enter code: 9zzdt.
Wednesday 20th February (SCHOOL FINISHES AT 12.15PM) and Thursday 21st
February (school finishes 2.40pm). Please note: on Wednesday, school bus will be
leaving school at 12.10pm. Hurupaki Educare will be open from 12.15pm. Please
let the office know if your child will NOT be on the bus or if you need your child in
Afterschool Care. Thank you.

Lunch Orders – Every Friday
Please go to www.lunchonline to register your child, to update Pod numbers or
for any information.
SCHOOL HATS
A reminder that school hats are compulsory in Term 1 and 4. Hats are
available from the school office or Bethells Uniforms.

ALL CHILDREN’S STATEMENTS WILL BE EMAILED OUT NEXT WEEK.
SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
The school newsletter is emailed fortnightly. If you would like a paper copy, please return the
form below.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

I would like the newsletter as a paper copy
YES Please send a paper copy home with: Child’s name: _____________Pod: ______

Hurupaki Support Group
Hi everyone,
We have our first meeting of the year on Thursday 14th February 6.30pm in the staff
room. Please join us!!
For those who don’t know, the Support Group is a group of parents who volunteer their time
to organise fundraising events for the school and support any social events for children
throughout the year.
If you can’t make meetings but would like to help out you could be on our bakers list! This
involves baking a plate of treats for our triathlon & cross-country events. Please text Sarah
on 0276565919.
Local & Loved
Cookbook.
Looking forward to seeing some new faces!
If you haven’t yet got
a copy of this
The Hurupaki School Support Group
beautiful book, be in
quick as they are
nearly sold out! Copies
Pl ay, Eat , Lear n
available from the
school office or online
at
www.localandloved.com

In term one, 2019 we are going to trial ‘Play, Eat, Learn’. The aim is to provide a time to focus on
eating in a calm, settled way to prepare our students for focused learning time.
Research shows the body physiologically responds differently to the two activities – Playing and
Eating:
Play – the body response is more aroused and heightened.
Eat – the body response is to naturally calm.
This initiative has been widely used in the USA and more and is increasingly being used across NZ
because it has been shown to:
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★

Reduce food waste (as much as from 27% to 40%).
Naturally encourage students to eat a more balanced meal.
Decrease sickbay visits for headaches and stomachaches after playtimes.
Calm students so they are ready to work immediately instead of needing cool-down time.
Increase focus and time on-task in the classroom.
Decreased discipline referrals.
Have fewer accidents during lunch break.
Reduce litter on school ground and inside the school.
This will change the way our lunchtime is structured; rather than the students eating from
12pm-12.10pm and then going out to play the students will go straight out to play at 12pm and
come back to eat at 12.45pm-12.55pm.

School absences, lateness, bus and afterschool care bookings/changes can be
made by phone, reported online at www.hurupaki.school.nz and
message@hurupaki.school.nz or through the Skool Loop App.
PLEASE ensure all messages are made by 2pm

•
•

•

•

Tikipunga Football Season 2019 - Registrations for Midget teams (ages 4 – 8) and Junior teams (ages
9 upwards) are February 21st @ 5pm or February 28th @ 5pm. ALL WELCOME. Located at the Tikipunga
Clubrooms at the Sports park off Reed Street. Any queries please contact Jan Garton on 021 029 57051
Active Attitude (9 Commerce St) it is all about having fun while participating in physical activity! We
have classes for gymnastics, tumble, trampoline, fitness, and aerobic gymnastics. We offer both
recreational and competitive classes. Contact us on (09) 945
4876, admin@activeattitude.co.nz or activeattitude.co.nz
Marist Rugby League U7S and U9S Jr rugby league teams are curtain raising for the Warriors vs Tigers
2nd March at Toll stadium. We are calling all kids who are keen to play to come along Friday at 5.30pm
at the Marist clubrooms in Kensington to register and train for the big event. For more info contact Dana
on 0210521078 or message through our Facebook page Marist Jr rugby league.
AFTER SCHOOL DRAMA CLASSES Drama classes for primary and intermediate students will start on
Tuesday 19 February at the Kamo War Memorial Hall, Boswell St, Kamo. Classes run from 3.30 to 4.30,
with an emphasis on clear communication, creativity, acting skills and working together. Students will be
able to take part in the local Performing Arts competitions in August, as well as NZ Speech Board
exams. Please contact Jessie Bell for more information - bellbird12@gmail.com or 021459048.

Thursday 14 February
Wednesday 20 February
Thursday 21 February
Mon-Fri 25 Feb to 1 March
Tuesday 26 February
Wednesday 27 February
Friday 5 April
Weds and Thurs 6 & 7 March
Thursday 7 March
Friday 15 March
Wednesday 20 March
Thursday 4 April
Mon-Fri 8 to 12 April
Friday 12 April
Monday 29 April

Hurupaki Support Group Meeting – 6.30pm Staffroom
Parent/Teacher Meetings – SCHOOL FINISHES 12.15
Parent/Teacher Meetings – Normal school day
Life Education – Juniors and Middles
BOT Meeting – 6.30pm Staffroom
Swimming Sports
School Fun Run
Pod 1 & 4 Camp
Pod 6 Outdoor Education Experience
School Triathlon
WPSSA Swimming Sports
School Photos
Senior Camp
Last Day of Term 1
First Day of Term 2

NO vehicles are to enter into school grounds to drop off or pick up children
between 8.10am – 8.45am and 2.15pm – 3pm; this includes no entry and NO PARKING in top car
park or at driveway entrances and yellow lines. Please help us keep our kids safe.
PLEASE INFORM YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS WHO DROP OFF OR PICK UP

Whangarei Young Mariners
Girls Adventure Group
8 – 19 years
The girls at YM go sailing, canoeing,
rowing, camping, swimming, shooting,
rigging, knots, & badgework.
They meet Mondays, Riverside Drive
beside the skate park, 6pm to 8pm and
6pm to 7:30pm for Juniors (8 to 11
years).
To get in touch, phone Jill (09) 438 6839

